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Welcome
by Richard Hudson, Chairman

Welcome all to our second newsletter of 2026.
As I write this the temperature outside is over
30c and everywhere feels rather oppressive.
However, the Park either first thing in the
morning or later on, in the shade and with some
breeze, fortunately remains a green haven to
escape to. The rain in early June and the much
appreciated efforts of the IBC Parks Team have
managed to keep everything sufficiently
watered. Hopefully, the current weather doesn't
test this too much more!

Whilst numerous places like the Butterfly Garden
remain a place of tranquility to relax in, other parts of
the Park have been very busy with events.  Since the
last newsletter just some have been: the Ipswich to
Felixstowe Historic Vehicle Run, the ITFC Premier
League Promotion celebration, the Constable 250
Exhibition, the Sri Chinmoy Peace Statue
inauguration, the monthly Park Market, the weekly
Parkruns, and the Jo Cox Community Picnic. Very
shortly FoCP's own Brass on the Grass concert series
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will also start in the Arboretum. I find it
uplifting that our Park is host to such a
variety of events with something that is
hopefully of interest to everyone.  It is again
with many thanks to the friendly and
hardworking IBC Parks Team that these
events, including our own, are able to
happen so smoothly.

In terms of other news, FoCP's Digital Trails
initiative is close to being launched.  Keep a
look out on the Park noticeboards and the
FoCP website (

) for
announcements.  Provided you have an
internet connected phone you will be able
to instantly access photographs and
information about the particular location
you are in the Park.  These cover a whole
range of topics including Sport, Wildlife,

www.friendsofchristchurchpark.co.uk

History, Archive Photos, Butterflies, Birds
and Trees to name a few. If, like me, you
might know some topics but others not at
all it is a great way to learn more about the
Park.  I think I can guarantee that there will
be at least something new you will discover.
I am very grateful to the many people who
have already contributed to this project and
in particular, Prof Steven Abbott, who has
been co-opted as a new Committee
Member and has done the lion's share of
the work to develop this exciting initiative.
Once launched, feedback will be much
appreciated.  There are other topics for
example that could be introduced if trail
users request it.

FoCP has also ordered a number of new
heritage benches from Genesis Mencap to
replace some of the end of life benches
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that have had to be removed from around
the mansion.  I know that having plenty of
suitable benches to have a 'breather' on
during trips across the park is appreciated
by many. We hope as well to introduce a
more bespoke 'talking' bench.  This will be
a larger, part curved bench that is
specifically for those who would like to talk
to someone in a relaxed setting.  They have
been very successful in other locations,
particularly for those who may have lost a

partner or are perhaps
new to the area and living by themselves.
By sitting on the bench you are simply
saying 'I'm happy to chat with anyone else
who sits here'.

I will certainly be visiting and hopefully I will
get to meet some more FoCP members
who I've not as yet had the opportunity to.

With very best wishes,

Chairman, Friends of Christchurch Park
Richard Hudson
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One of the principle challenges of

the Friends of Christchurch Park is

maintaining the momentum of our

aim to support and promote all

aspects of Park life; what would

help to improve and enhance the

public's enjoyment of this valuable

amenity? I am pleased to set

down as below what is achieved

and planned.

Picnic tables Illustrated above are the

picnic tables that have been in the

planning for some time and are now in

place. We perceived some time ago the

need for somewhere families could rest

and refresh themselves, have a picnic and

By John Woodcock

take in the atmosphere of the Park; the

Friends have paid for one of the picnic

tables and the IBC Parks team have

matched the gift with one of their own.

The tables are already regularly enjoyed.

This is an

exciting new project which is the brainchild

of one of our Committee Members,

Professor Steven Abbott; described in

more detail in an article on page 12 this is

a Digital Trail designed to enable anyone

with an internet connected phone to

access information about the Park based

on their gps location within the Park. This

is organised into different trails that

currently include: history, sports, yesteryear

(old photos and events), trees, wildlife, and

a children's quiz with others in

The FoCP Digital Trails app

PROJECTS PLANSAND
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development. The information is accessed

via FoCP's website and does not require

anything to be installed in the park such as

QR codes or similar.

The IBC Parks Team discussed

with us how a number of benches around

the Park have now passed their useful life.

We are pleased that, thanks to donations

raised within the Committee, we have been

able to order three new benches, including

a “Talking Bench” (see our Chairman's

introduction), from Genesis Mencap.

We are

delighted that our Committee Member

Roger Herbert has once again been able to

organised a series of brass bands to play

on summer Sunday afternoons starting

19th July; Roger has arranged for 8 bands

to perform this year. See the arrangements

on Page 7.

Two further Bird Walks

are planned, to be led by veteran

ornithologist Philip Murphy. Saturday July

18th and Saturday 26th September with an

8.30 a.m. start; meet at the Reg Driver

Centre. These are free events but please

book at the Centre, 01473 433516.

Benches

Brass on the Grass 2026

Bird Walks 2026

Bat Walks

IBC Parks Team update

The Suffolk Bat Group have

once again been pleased to offer two Bat

Walks, to be led by bat expert Sue Hooton.

Friday 4th September at 7.30 pm and

Saturday 19th September at 7 pm. These

events are always popular so again

booking is essential.

• The Sri Chinmoy Peace Statue was

installed and dedicated on the 21st June;

see separate report in this newsletter.

There has been a needed replacement of

the skylights in the toilet block in the

Upper Arboretum.

A general clean and spruce up of the Arts

and Crafts Shelter, aka “The Bandstand,”

in the Upper Arboretum is imminent and

will be completed by the Brass on The

Grass concerts.

The Park's rainwater drains have recently

been cleared of debris.

•

•

•
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BRASS ON THE

GRASS
2026

Summer Sundays - band concertsFREE

TIME 2.30pm
the Aboretum (Henley Road entrance)VENUE

FREE

TIME
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Nothing is more

important at

present to the

people of Ipswich

than

Nobody is

more important to

Constable 250 than

Art Collections and Learning Curator

at

(why do we tolerate such

long-winded titles? – She is the

full stop.) now elevated by

her recent secondment at the in

London, to international standing.

Constable

250.

Emma Roodhouse,

Colchester & Ipswich Museums

Service,

Curator,

Tate

Imagine my

surprise when I

discovered that

members of our

extended family

were amongst

Constable's

greatest

supporters.  No, I

am not talking

about Georgian

polymath, although she entertained

Constable and other artists at the Cliff and

encouraged him to sketch her step

daughters, but I am talking about Bishop

My grandmother's sister,

married into the

family at Suffolk

Elizabeth Cobbold,

Dr. John Fisher (1748-1825)

Mabel Parkes

(1864-1890), Levett-

Scrivener Sibton Abbey,

www.friendsofchristchurchpark.co.uk
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CLOTH to CANVAS

John Constable

Bishop John Fisher

By Anthony Cobbold

and it was Levett-Scrivener money which

had propelled John Fisher's preferment.

This John Fisher was a Fellow of St. John's

College, Cambridge, and tutor to the 13-

year-old son of

Gaining the king's confidence, John Fisher

became Royal Chaplain and Treasurer to

the Dean and Chapter of St. George's

Chapel, Windsor.  Little surprise that he

soon became known as the 'King's Fisher.'

is

said to have 'adored him' and 'brought him

a large fortune.'  In 1802 he was appointed

Bishop of Exeter and only five years later

he was translated to Salisbury and became

Chancellor of the Order of the Garter with

a grace and favour dwelling in Windsor.

As well as

knowing his way

around the

Church hierarchy,

John Fisher was

a talented

sketcher and

when he and

Constable met,

this shared ability

brought them together. Fisher was

appointed

Aged just 33, Constable is

home in East Bergholt where he becomes

re-acquainted with the

granddaughter of the rector. They fall in

love but are too poor to marry.

In the autumn of 1811 Constable spends

three weeks in Salisbury as the guest of

George III.

Dorothea, his heiress wife (1762-1831)

Chaplain to the Royal

Academy.

Maria Bicknell

Archdeacon
John Fisher



John and Dorothea Fisher.  There he meets

Fisher's brother

who is Master of

Charterhouse School in London, but more

importantly the Master's son,

who was to

become Constable's closest friend and

confidant.  After some years of painful

waiting Constable's small inheritance from

his father's death is sufficient for him to be

married in 1816 to his ever-patient Maria

by the Bishop's nephew at St. Martin-in-

the-Fields, London.

Their courtship had not been easy.

Although Maria loved John dearly her

family boasted three generations of

lawyers and felt themselves superior to the

Constable corn and coal merchants.  Maria,

though she always respected John's talent

was well able to defend her own corner.

After the

wedding John

and Maria visit

the bishop and

his wife in

Salisbury and

then go on to

stay for six

weeks with

young John

Fisher and his

wife Mary at Osmington in Dorset. It is

said by that “John

Fisher the younger made Constable

laugh and took him out of himself.

Friendship with the amusing nephew of

the Bishop of Salisbury was new, vital,

and sophisticated and at an appropriate

social level. John Fisher became the

friend who offered more than Constable

could ever expect, with opportunity and

Rev. Dr. Philip Fisher

(1750-1842)

Archdeacon

John Fisher (1788-1832)

James Hamilton
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access discreetly in the background.”

Between 1817 and 1828 Maria bore seven

children, the last, Lionel, born early in

January seems to have sapped Maria's

strength for she never really recovered.

John knew she was ill but her doctors

concealed the truth and despite his

optimism the cherished mother of his

children died in his arms at only forty-one.

He mourned her for the rest of his life.

The bishop had died in 1825 and by 1831

John is starting to feel the effects of

rheumatism and the following year he

suffers the loss of his most trustworthy

friend and confidant, the Archdeacon who

despite being rushed to Boulogne for

better air died of cholera.  The younger

Fisher had been a major influence in John

Constable's life buying both

(1819) and (1820),

both 'six-footers' which had established an

increasing confidence in his work and

growing recognition.

His loss came as a profound shock and

Constable mourned him deeply.  'I cannot

say but this very sudden and awful event

has strongly affected me' he wrote to C. R.

Leslie.  'The closest intimacy had subsisted

for many years between us – we loved

each other and confided in each other

entirely – and this makes a sad gap in my

life and worldly prospects.'

Despite exhaustive searches we have been

unable to establish any familial link

between these Fishers and Geoffrey

Francis Fisher (1887-1972), also on the

family tree, who was the 99th Archbishop

of Canterbury from 1945 to1961.

The White

Horse Stratford Mill

Maria
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Bird Walks led by Philip Murphy
28th March Walk - By Richard Stewart

A group of seventeen met at the Reg

Driver Centre with a background of three

calling Jays, one Swan on the Round pond

and two Woodpigeons in a nearby tall tree.

A Magpie and Stock Dove flew past so we

had seen five species before the walk

started. Two Mandarins were on the Round

Pond and a comment about having to

make a long flight from China led to Philip

disclosing that one ringed at Reading had

been recovered in Moscow. The Swan

began its flight moves but instead landed

on the far side, though a few days later it

had made it to the Wilderness Pond. The

Lesser Black-backed Gulls and a Blackbird

were the next recorded species with many

trees in bud against a blue sky.

At the Wilderness Pond Canada Geese,

Mallard and a Little Grebe on its nest were

added, with the song of a Robin and call of

Moorhen. Philip pointed out that last year

a Mandarin mother had managed to keep

five of her original brood of thirteen, a

great success given the presence of

predatory gulls. In fact three were together

on the pond-Herring, Black-headed and

Lesser Black-backed gulls. Philip then

found a pair of Grey Wagtails, giving good

views as they flew back and forth across

the water. Philip thought they must breed

near the park. Carrion Crow, a pair of

Dunnocks, and a calling Coal Tit were

added plus Jackdaws flying over. The

magnificent flowering magnolias were

admired then a Goldcrest was heard and

Mark managed to get a confiding Robin

momentarily onto his hand. Wren, Great

Tit, Blue Tit and a singing Blackcap came in

quick succession then a Chiffchaff and

finally a Green Woodpecker flew past, for

once silent.

Philip was thanked for his expertise and

stories and despite a noticeable wind we

finished with a high total of twenty seven

bird species. Finally, joke of the Morning:

Richard to Philip (wanting to keep the

species list up to date) Did you say

Chiffchaff?

Philip in reply-It wasn't me, it was that bird

over there.

Just a single swan

Gliding across the Round Pond

Through shafts of sunlight.

Red-eyed damselflies

Forming a heart shape as pairs

Lay eggs on pond weed.

Out of red brickwork

Yellow flowering knapweed

Urban survivor.

The bark of willows

Has deeper sunlit furrows

Reflecting ripples.

Haiku – “One Day in Christchurch Park”
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Up from murky depths

Little grebe welcomes sunlight

Calling to its mate.

The shower passes

Butterflies slowly emerge

To find fresh nectar.

A black and gold bee

Bulging bags full of pollen

Bumbles to its nest.

One distant acer

Flanked by two yellow poplars

Glowing in the dusk.

More rain after dark

Loud percussions of thunder

A lone fox hunting.

The Dawn Chorus Bird Walks led by Philip

Murphy are always enthusiastically attended,

despite the “crack of dawn” start! This

year's event was no exception. At 4.30 a.m.

a group of 15 individuals assembled at the

top of the Bridleway. As Philip led the way

slowly down the track we were already

being treated to a full throated choir of

blackbirds from the adjacent trees. Entering

the Park and strolling along the path parallel

to the Bridleway the powerful song of

blackcaps was a striking feature; some of

these birds migrate from Spain Philip

informed us and start to sing in March.

Richard Stewart

Dawn Chorus 16th May

– by John Woodcock

As we continued down the path we heard

wrens, robins, and chiff chaffs – all birds

with surprisingly loud songs for their size.

Lesser black back gulls were seen,

magpies, jackdaws, stock doves (which

Philip mimics to perfection, and did so for

us!), there are 15 pairs of these birds in the

Park, who nest in holes in the trees; we saw

blue tits and great tits. Philip remarked that

the Park's collection of oak trees are a big

source of food for some of these small

birds, more than any other tree.

The group gathered at the Wilderness

Pond lingering here awhile watching the

Canada Geese, mallards, moorhens

swimming about; little grebes were heard

and seen, also a jay. There were about 5

goslings, but no ducklings were in

evidence. Sadly the gulls prey on young

ducklings so only a few of their number

tend to survive.

Continuing up the path above the Reg

Driver Centre towards Mabel's Oak tree

there were a number of mandarin ducks

that flew up close to the kiosk, heading

towards the Wilderness Pond. We watched

as starlings emerged from a hole high up in

one of the oaks where they had a nest.

Philip brought the Walk to a close at the

Cabman's Shelter; Philip was thanked for

his informative leading and all voted the

Walk well worthwhile the early start.
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The FoCP Digital Trails App

time to explore a trail, you can do that too. It's
your choice.

Assembling all the information required the
cooperation of expert members of the FoCP who
have each been thanked. It's been designed to be
easy to update with extra information for a
current trail or to add an entirely new trail. If you
have ideas for additions or corrections, email me,
steven@stevenabbott.co.uk, and everyone will be
able to benefit from your contribution. Work is still
in progress on development

By Professor Steven Abbott

How well do you know the Park - its history, its
wildlife, its pathways, its keep-fit options? Most of
us find that the answer is “Not very well”. So next
time you're in the Park, scan the QR code to open
up the FoCP Digital Trails web app. Once you've
given it permission to know your location (don't
worry, none of your data are sent from your
phone) you'll find yourself as a little blue dot and
an arrow pointing in the direction you're walking.
You'll also see some dots showing features of Park
History. If you get close to a dot, the app opens
up a page about that feature.

If you're interested in Wildlife, Sports, Trees, you
select that option instead. For those keen on just
walking, you can choose one of the Park trails or
the Park Run if you are energetic.

For example, having chosen Yesteryear, in this
partial view of the app you're walking from Park
Road, have already passed the Fonnereau Way
point of interest (and seen a picture of how it
looked in 1850 – you can recognise some of the
trees!) and are walking to see a picture of the
Fountain in the 1920's plus the nearby shelter with
clock tower. What shelter is that, and why is there
a Bandstand nearby? Get the app and find out!

If you're going from A to B in the Park, you
might pass a few items on one of the trails,
learning while walking. If you want to take the

The statue of peace campaigner Sri Chinmoy
was unveiled on 21 June 2026 in the Upper
Arboretum by the Mayor, Councillor Pat Bruce-
Brown, and its sculptor Kaivalya Torpy.

Wikiepedia tells us: Chinmoy Kumar Ghose (27
August 1931 - 2007), better known as Sri
Chinmoy, was an Indian spiritual leader who
taught meditation in the United States after
moving to New York City in 1964. Chinmoy
established his first meditation center in
Queens, New York, and eventually had seven
thousand students in 60 countries.

He advocated athleticism including distance
running, swimming, and weightlifting.

The connection to Ipswich is via Peace Runs. He
ran through Christchurch Park in 1987. A similar
statue exists in Chantry Park since 2013, along
with a Peace Mile which was set up in 1986.

By Prof Steven Abbott

DEDICATION OF SRI CHINMOY STATUE
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Bird Report
FEBRUARY TO MAY 2026

By Philip Murphy

It was a month of generally dull and damp
weather. During the month's first week, 25
Mandarin Ducks were present on Wilderness
Pond, but the remainder of the month
witnessed declining totals with only seven
on 27th as these small ducks moved off back
to (unknown) nesting sites elsewhere.

By the month's end, at least two pairs of
Canada Geese were frequenting areas of
Wilderness Pond where this species usually
nests. Also at this site, two pairs of Little
Grebes were present throughout the
month, and a Moorhen was seen with
nesting material on 22nd. Combined
counts of Black-headed Gulls on
Wilderness and Round Ponds peaked at
160 on 21st but on 28th only 80 were
present. Ominously for duck, goose and
grebe chicks in the coming spring, at least
five Lesser Black-Backed Gulls were in the
vicinity of the ponds on 28th.

Birds of prey involved a Peregrine on 2nd
and a Red Kite on 22nd. There were
irregular sightings of two Common
Buzzards, and a male and female
Sparrowhawk were seen together high
over the Wilderness Pond on 22nd.

A notable observation involved a pre-roost
gathering of about 50 Magpies in the
Upper Arboretum at dusk on 4th. Unlike in
2025, there were no pre-emigration
gatherings of Redwings on park's open
grass areas in February this year.

One of the month's highlights was a group
of 18 Siskins in a birch tree in the Upper
Arboretum on 3rd, probably the highest
total of this species in the park for a least
ten years.

The male Blackcap that had been heard
singing from within shrubbery at Bolton
Lane entrance on January 28th was also
heard there on 10th and 19th. Whereas
this Blackcap will almost certainly have
overwintered in Britain, a very active
Chiffchaff seen and heard singing in trees
and shrubs at the northern end of
Wilderness Pond on 27th gave every
appearance of being a newly-arrived bird,
the first of the spring; to support the
credentials of this Chiffchaff being an
early spring arrival, on the same date
another harbinger of spring, a Sand
Martin, was seen at Trimley Marshes
reserve near Felixstowe.

BlackcapSparrowhawk Siskin
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March
The month's main talking-point by birders
and non-birders alike was the presence of
an immature, probably female, Mute Swan
initially on Round Pond from 21st to 28th.
Attempts to catch in on 28th failed but it
did result in the swan managing to take off
from Round Pond and then land on the
path adjacent to Wilderness Pond; it was
gently herded through a gap in the railings
and onto Wilderness Pond where it
remained till the months end. This is the
first Mute Swan to have occurred on either
of the park's main ponds since the
unfortunate bird which was on Wilderness
Pond from November 28th to December
2nd in 2022 and then found dead there
one day later on December 3rd.

One of the two pairs of Little Grebes on
Wilderness Pond had constructed a nesting
platform by 10th. However, by 22nd they
had built a second nesting platform only
about two metres from the first nest and by
26th one of the pair (both sexes incubate)
was sitting tightly on the platform.

Mandarin Duck totals peaked at 13 on 1st;
these small ducks were often seen, and
heard, flying around amongst the taller
trees in the Visitor Centre/Mansion/War
Memorial area searching for nesting sites in
holes in the trees. By the month's end, up
to three female Canada Geese were sitting
on nests on the Wilderness Pond islands.

Lesser Black-backed Gulls were present
continuously on the ponds throughout the
month with as many as 18 on 24th.
However, Black-headed Gulls, which had
been such a feature on the ponds
throughout the winter, had almost all (apart
from one or two) departed for breeding
grounds perhaps as far away as the Baltic
States and Poland by the months end.

There was a gradual arrival of Chiffchaffs in
the park throughout March with six singing
males by the month's end. The first male

Blackcap of the spring, as distinct from
wintering birds, was seen and heard on
26th with a second male present on 29th.

A Woodcock, probably on its way back to
breeding areas in eastern Europe, was
flushed by dogs in the Lower Arboretum on
7th. Up to ten noisy Jays were present in the
Wilderness Pond area in the month's fourth
week and a pair of Green Woodpeckers was
noted at the Mayor's Avenue on 11th.

Perhaps the most delightful sight of the
month was provided by an exquisite pair of
Grey Wagtails at Wilderness Pond on 28th
and Round Pond on 29th.

This month's principal ornithological events
took place on Wilderness Pond. The
immature female Mute Swan remained on
the pond throughout the month; it was
seen on three occasions attempting to fly
off from the pond but its efforts were
unsuccessful. Six pairs of Canada Geese
nested on the islands on the pond, in two
cases very conspicuously; the first goslings
were noted on 26th and by the month's
end at least 16 goslings had hatched
although on 30th only 13 were present.

Two pairs of Little Grebes were on
Wilderness Pond but only one nest was
readily visible - unfortunately, despite the
grebes' valiant efforts, the nest was
predated by Lesser Black - backed Gulls. A
brood of four Mallard ducklings seen on
22nd was unfortunately only seen on that
date. A brood of three Moorhen chicks was

April

Mute Swans



present at the month's end. Totals of
Mandarin Ducks never exceeded ten,
hopefully because the site's wintering birds
were breeding elsewhere. A Cormorant on
Wilderness Pond on 28th was the first
there since last November.

Totals of Lesser Black-backed Gulls on the
ponds peaked, remarkably, at 53 on 23rd-
this is a site-record figure. With so many
gulls being present what chance do young
waterbirds have of surviving?

By mid-month it was estimated that around
the park there were eight singing
Chiffchaffs and seven singing Blackcaps. A
House Martin flew north on 12th and the
first Swifts were noted on 26th. Up to four
Common Buzzards were seen and on 19th
a male Sparrowhawk was seen carrying
nesting material. A pair of Grey Wagtails
graced Round Pond on 10th.

My thanks, as always, to Brian Macdonald
and Mark Dowling without whose
contributions this short article would have
been even shorter.

The immature female Mute Swan that had
been present on Wilderness Pond
throughout April was not seen at this site
after May 8th - let's hope that it found
somewhere safe to reside.

The total of Canada Goose goslings on
Wilderness Pond had reduced to 11 by
May 8th and then 9 on May 12th. These
nine goslings, in broods of five and four,

May
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were then present to the month's end,
being well protected by their parents.

On 23rd, it was pleasing to see a female
Mandarin Duck accompanied by 11 newly-
hatched ducklings; despite the female's
best efforts, only six ducklings remained at
the end of the month. From about 17th,
male Mandarin Ducks were starting to
arrive at Wilderness Pond in order to
moult, with at least 12 present at the end
of the month, several of which were
starting to look rather dishevelled.

Two pairs of Little Grebes were on
Wilderness Pond but no young had been
seen by the month's end. It was difficult to
keep track of nesting Moorhens but two
adult-sized juveniles were on Wilderness
Pond on 23rd. No broods of Mallard
ducklings were noted this month.

Juvenile birds away from the ponds included
those of Great Spotted Woodpecker, Mistle
Thrush, Chiffchaff, Great Tit, Blue Tit and
Robin. At least five Goldcrests were heard
singing in the park on 15th.

There were regular sightings of single
Common Buzzards during the month - also
two sightings of a single Peregrine and one
report of two Red Kites. The only report of
Grey Wagtail involved one at Wilderness
Pond on 31st. Saving the best until last, a
singing Garden Warbler, the first park
record for at least six years, was present
near Tennis Court No.1 on 30th. Two
Terrapins were on the Wilderness Pond log
at the month's end.

Little Grebe
Mistle thrush

GoldcrestWagtail
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Water then Walk
century oak coffer or a 21st Century oak

park bench. The greenhouse roof

supports have lead bases, like a damp

course. Sometimes I feel as if I am

wearing lead boots when walking, so

good to have benches in the park.

We refresh the

two bird baths

twice daily as

birds use for

splashing

about as well

as drinking.

The wax balls

are replenished once a

day, and the birds had been fed seed until

recently.  Our avian 'guests' consist of a

squadron of wood pigeons, a couple of

collar doves, families of Jackdaws “Kow,

Kow”, love those Tudor ruffs, and Magpies

in their dinner suits. And surround sound

from the sparrow, singing its tuneless ditty

close by, and blue tits, nesting in the

garden, blackbirds and two large crows

“Kaaah”. And the Jay and Woodpecker

peck at the grass.  The Robin is on the fork.

The gate-crashers are chatty grey squirrels

and chubby rats; Brian says that is because

I feed them too well. The fox leaves its

calling card and a visiting black cat ignores

us. Then there are bats, bees and

butterflies, flying insects, aphids and

industrious ants

So far this year I have only used five cubic

metres of tap water, just the edges and the

odd bare patch for the grass, which has not

By Rowell Bell

“It was only a sunny smile,

And little it cost in the giving,

But like morning light

It scattered the night

And made the day worth living.”

F Scott Fitzgerald

Something about greeting kindred spirits

on a park walk that lifts one's spirits unless

the greeting is not reciprocated.  That said,

I am guilty of non-response at times,

especially when puffing up that path from

the Reg Driver Visitors' Centre to the

Kiosk, or too slow to greet.

Before my walk

there are dahlias

and other flowers to

be watered from

stored rainwater

collected in water

butts and the like

when it does rain.

And when that is

used up, we have an

outside tap on its own meter. So, we are

just charged for usage, not disposal; the

installation cost, repaid multiple times

over the years. I keep refilling watering

cans from a stand under the tap before

they overflow, so plenty of exercise.

I leave the dahlias' tubers in the ground

during what winter we have and it is rare

to lose any. I find that we replace rotten

wooden stakes more frequently. Rot

creeps up, as seen on the feet of a 17th
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had close cuts for the past few years. Green

Thumb take care of the weeds, and a tree

surgeon comes twice a year to trim what I

can no longer reach. The compost comes

from Stowmarket; the bags are recycled and

the ground keeps rising. The original

occupant of this house, Mr Jeffries, brought

in a foot of topsoil for the Upper Arboretum

and this garden back in 1854 as if one digs

down one spade it is sand. The native trees

and shrubs suffer in this heat; some

youngsters fail and more mature, give up.

Venturing outside our hidden garden, I

meet the walkers with dogs and without

dogs. Many dogs come to say hello. What

upsets me is when I hear that a dog walker

has lost their canine friend and stops

walking. I was heartbroken when the cat

that owned us, Cosmic Bob's, bad days

exceeded his good days, even on steroids,

and it was time. I think Prue Leith had a

similar problem with her cat Magnificent; it

is tough.

You don't walk cats, so no-one knew,

unless they read my article at the time.

However, if your deceased canine

companion could talk, it would say “Walk!”

That Park is loaded with happy memories,

smiling faces, folk out and about. If you

need closure, why not donate to an animal

welfare charity in your pet's name, or if up

to the challenge take on a rescue dog,

which two acquaintances did with great

results all round.

Friends of Christchurch Park
- Annual General Meeting

7pm - Tuesday March 24th 2026 at the Reg Driver Centre

1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTION by CHAIR

2. APOLOGIES for ABSENCE

3. APPROVAL of MINUTES 2025

4. MATTERS ARISING

Richard Hudson welcomed the committee,
FOCP members, and guests, including Billy
Cole and Steve Melbourne of IBC, local ward
councillor Oliver Holmes, and Andy Frost
guest speaker for the evening together with
business partner, Carl Friar.

Apologies had been received from FOCP
committee members, Annabel Fields,Jessica
Webster, Robert Fairchild Apologies had been
received from Ann and Reg Snook, Philip
Murphy.

The minutes were approved, Proposer:
Richard Hudson, Seconded: Jean Hill.

The three points under Any Other Business at
the 2025 meeting carried forward were: Jean

Hill: drain covers blocked with soil. Billy Cole
explained continuous wet weather conditions
made this a difficult job to keep under control.
Rowell Bell spoke to elaborate on the
Constable 250 exhibition and activities would
result in increased footfall so attention to
drainage around the Mansion was imperative.

Clare Hammond: bandstand (Arts & Craft
Shelter) - bench was replaced before
concerts in 2025 and redecoration scheduled
for June 2026.

Cllr Oliver Holmes: subject of 'desire lines'
across grassed areas. Billy Cole commented
that there was little to be done to control this
although if lawns got overworn the areas
would be fenced off.

New Comments relayed by Richard
Hudson, were the installation of new
picnic benches and the FOCP notice
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board which will be replaced.

As the newly fledged chair, Richard Hudson
said that his first year had been a great
learning experience. He continued by praising
the efforts and results of such a small group -
teamwork producing organic performance.

Membership was stable with 271 household,
14 corporate and 51 life members, plus 20
honorary members. Thanks was expressed to
Robert Fairchild - membership secretary.

Social media activity was successful with 7.2k
Facebook followers (the majority being
females in their 30s and 40s,) and the website
'click through' rate being 2.75%, which was
good for an information website, and having
196k search appearances.  Paul Horne and
Peter Mann were thanked for their efforts.

The regular FOCP events of bird and bat
walks continued to be popular, with maximum
attendance for bat events. Thanks were made
to Philip Murphy for leading the informative
bird events.

Brass on the Grass held during the summer
put on seven successful concerts - Roger
Herbert was thanked for his work in producing
these events.

Now considered a tradition of FOCP, the three
newsletters a year maintain a high standard in
terms of interest and presentation. John
Woodcock masterminded these publication
and thanks from the chairman was proffered.

As far as projects completed in the year the
organisation had contributed to the
finalisation of the Butterfly Garden, hanging
baskets at the RDVC, and planting at Soane
Street and Upper Fonnereau Road entrances.
The Genesis picnic benches were currently
being installed. IBC had matched the Friends'
contribution enabling two high quality
benches to be sited near the pétanque court.

A request for ideas for future projects was
opened out to the floor. Currently the
committee are considering redesign to
planting at the Lower Fonnereau Rd gate,
replenishment of the daffodil swathes on

5. CHAIRMAN'S REVIEW of 2025-2026

Mayor's Avenue. The orchard, disused for
many years, could be brought back to life by
volunteers. There is also a start-up project to
provide a digital trail with QR codes
spearheaded by member Prof. Steven Abbott.
This should attract new members. There are
also a number of benches at end of life stage,
which need to be replaced with possible
collaboration from members by donations.

In summary the focus for 2026/2027 is to
increase membership, and volunteer
projects plus upgrade systems and
communication channels.

The chair thanked the IBC team who work
with the group and non committee
members, Rowell Bell & Sylvia Patsalides
plus newsletter contributors.

Independent Examiner Rowell Bell, produced
the summary accounts remarking on similar
receipts as in previous years but there was a
new income stream with the Bird Feeder from
which a percentage of the profits were gifted
to FOCP. Large regular spend is on the
newsletter, but Rowell Bell emphasised the
philosophy of spending to the benefit of the
park and its users to be the correct action for
a such an organisation. It was noted that there
were some outstanding expenses to be
accounted for. Rowell Bell approved the
accounts as Independent Examiner.

Approval of accounts and IE were finalised as
follows:- Proposed: John Woodcock,
Seconded: Peter Gray.

Questions of bank charges for a 'not for profit
organisation' and joint ventures to increase
income were raised by Jean Hill and Neil
Watkinson. The chair added at this juncture
online banking was about to be adopted.

Roger Herbert, organiser in 2025, reported on
the successful unprecedented series of seven
concerts with several thousand attendees in
total. Thanks was extended to Ruth and John
Woodcock, Rowell Bell, Paul Horne, IBC and
Cheryl's Ices.

6. TREASURERS REPORT

7. BRASS on the GRASS
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Special commendation was made to
Martlesham Brass, (opening the series for the
nineteenth year) who played, and the
audience who stayed during some severe
showers.  2026 series will feature Martlesham
Brass, City of Colchester Band, Ipswich
Hospital Band, Castleton Brass, Suffolk
PhoenixBrass, Woodbridge Excelsior Band,
(who are celebrating their 180th year of
formation), and debuts from Tendring Brass
and Ipswich Over 50's Band.

In accordance with the constitution the
committee resigned en-bloc.

All the existing committee had agreed to
continue,  These were: Paul Horne, Peter
Mann, Roger Herbert, Jessica Webster,
Annabel Fields (Treasurer,) Robert Fairchild
(Membership Secretary.)

Proposed: Peter Gray
Seconded: Neil Watkinson

Richard Hudson / John Woodcock
as Chair & Vice chair
Proposed: John Woodcock
Seconded: Rowell Bell

Proposed: Roger Herbert
Seconded: Peter Gray

Richard Hudson introduced Steve Melbourne
new General Park manager.

8. NOMINATIONS & ELECTION OF THE
COMMITTEE

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Jean Hill: Barriers around cedar tree next to
mansion cafe. .An explanation was given
about bough drop.

Steven Abbott: Umbrella possibility at new
picnic benches. Billy Cole indicated that
this would not be possible for IBC to
undertake but the kiosk might want to
provide umbrellas.

Richard Hudson: General information about
the proposed Adventure Golf Course.
Planning for the wild life themed installation
had been granted in January 2026, but as
yet there were no details for a start or
completion date.

General: Comments about ASB in the Bridleway

Richard Hudson: Unveiled the picture of
seasonal views through the circular sculpture,
which had been donated to the Friends by
John Francis. The proposal is to launch a silent
auction for this piece of artwork.

Following the formal part of the meeting,
concluded at 19.59, there was a break for
refreshments and then the evening
continued with an informative presentation
and tastings from Andy Frost of Cydefx
extolling the virtues of cider production from
local apples.

The meeting closed at 20.30

We are pleased to report that the numbers of Individual and Household

Members, and Lifetime Members, stands at 307 currently; there are 14

Corporate Members.

If you are reading this newsletter and are not already a Member do

consider joining us for a modest sum of £10 per annum for individuals

or households, £125 for a Life Membership or as a firm £25 per annum.

You will receive regular newsletetrs and keep up to date with

developments and events within our cherished Park. Joining form on

the next page.
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Membership Form
Membership costs £10 per household per year, or £125 for lifetime membership.

Subscriptions by cheque, cash or Standing Order are due each year on 1st March.

• If you already pay by continuous Standing Order, no further action is required.

• If you would like to pay by Standing Order, please send the completed Standing Order

Authority (below) to Robert Fairchild. For questions about Standing Orders please call Robert

on 01473 254255, or email robert.fairchild@ntlworld.com

• We also accept payment by cash or cheque. In this case, please send the completed form

and payment to Robert Fairchild, 17 Henley Avenue, Ipswich IP1 6RN

• We now also have the option of Lifetime Membership for a one off payment of £125.

How to Pay
Please tick method of payment and complete the details below:

Standing Order Cheque Cash Direct Bank Transfer

(please use your name as the reference)
Personal Details

Name

Address

Postcode

Email Tel

Standing Order Mandate
Account to be credited: Friends of Christchurch Park Amount: £10.00

Bank: Lloyds Bank, Cornhill, Ipswich Account No: 02952840 Sort Code: 30-94-55

Account name to be debited

Bank and Branch

Account number Sort code

Please pay Friends of Christchurch Park immediately and then on 1st March each year.

Signed Date


